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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/
Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web. The publication
can be viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Big news — Army, Navy and Air
Force to contribute to Big Circle!

o offer

a more

comprehen-

sive under-
standing of the U.S.
military on Okinawa,
Big Circle, beginning
with this edition, will
feature stories from
other services. We
begin our expanded
coverage with a story from Kadena Air
Base’s 18th Wing outlining their efforts to
preserve local sacred sites located on base
and facilitate Okinawans’ visits to them.

We are proud that our sister services
recognize Big Circle as a key link between
the U.S. military and Okinawa's leaders and
citizens, and we welcome the opportunity to
provide information on their activities and
personnel to the Okinawan community. We
hope you enjoy our expanded coverage.
This edition of Big Circle also features

articles highlighting how "service and fam-

ily members learn about Okinawan history
and culture." Despite long duty days and
frequent deployments off island, many ser-
vice members actively seek opportunities to
learn about Okinawa's culture, history and
traditions during their tours here. In this
edition, we introduce some of the programs
the Marine Corps provides to help them do
just that. These programs provide service
members, family members, and civilian
employees an opportunity to take part in
the many wonderful cultural, educational,
recreational and sporting activities in the
Okinawan community.

The key to these programs is Okinawan
participation and assistance. In return, we
hope Big Circle serves as a useful resource

for Okinawans to learn more about the U.S.

military and our ambassadors in uniform.
We sincerely appreciate your continued
interest in our magazine.

Lt. Col. Douglas Powell
Director, Public Affairs Office
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Lance Cpl. John Graczkowski and other
Marines from Camp Hansen, along with
residents and staff from Reimeinosato, an
Uruma City home for the mentally-disabled,
helped local aging farmers harvest
sugarcane March 11.3A11H., 3> -
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Battle sites tour provides Marines a
glimpse into Okinawa’s history

Kaori Tanahara

ance Cpl. Jacob A. McK-
inney took a deep breath
and then had a personal
moment of silence after
finding “MCKINNEY M C,” his
great-grandfather’s name, engraved
on one of the 126 Cornerstone
of Peace memorials at the Peace
Memorial Park in Itoman City
March 10.

More than 240,000 names of
those killed during the Battle of
Okinawa are carved on the memo-
rial stones, which were erected to
commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the battle. Of those, approxi-
mately 14,000 were American
service members. McKinney’s
great-grandfather was one of them.

“It’s kind of closure,” said McK-
inney. “I had heard about him from
my grandpa, but I never saw him.
This is a relief to finally get to see

his name here. I'm glad that I got to
see the island where he fought.”

Ninety-two Marines from
Motor Transportation Company,
Marine Wing Support Squadron
172, including McKinney, visited
the park as part of their unit's
professional military education
program, which aims to increase
military knowledge and improve
leadership skills.

Before arriving at the park, the
Marines had stopped at Hacksaw
Ridge, the Battle of Okinawa
historical display on Camp Kinser,
and the Japanese Naval Under-
ground Headquarters, gaining
insight into one of the most devas-
tating periods in Okinawa’s history.

Learning about part of
Okinawa’s history also gave them
insight into current aspects of the
island. “Knowing the history really
helps when trying to understand
Okinawa and its people and their

attitudes toward the military,” said
Cpl Greg Mann. “I was especially
moved by the Cornerstone of Peace
because rather than memorializing
one side, it focused on saying we
need peace instead of war. I really
liked that.”

Marine units across Okinawa
regularly travel to battle sites as
part of their professional military
education activities, according to
Mitsuko Igei, a coordinator for the
Marine Corps Community Servic-
es’ “Tours Plus” office. Since 1995,
Tours Plus has provided guides
and transportation to units making
battle sites tours. In 2007 alone, 53
units conducted such trips.

Chris Majewski, who first came
to Okinawa as a Marine corporal
in 1993, has been leading those
tours since 1996. “Anytime you
learn something new about a place,
it changes the way you view it,” said
Majewski. “If it doesn't, then youre

ﬂ\
‘? ; i Lance Cpl. Jacob McKinney looks for his great-grandfather’s name
on the Cornerstone of Peace at the Peace Memorial Park. SEF04f
SAETFMORICHFEN-BERDBERT (7 -
v F=—_FFR Photos by Kaori Tanahara
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not really looking at it. The same
goes for these tours. By learning
about such a significant part of
Okinawa’s history, it can’t help but
change the way a person looks at
the island, its people and culture.”

McKiney was one such
Marine. “When I first got here, I
thought this was one of the most
beautiful places I've ever been,”
he said. “But coming on this tour
helps you understand there is
much more to this island than just
its beauty.”

Most importantly, perhaps, are
the lessons to be learned by studying
the island’s past. “It’s almost a cliché,”
said Majewski, “but if you don't learn
from history, you just repeat it.”

LCpl Ron Manning, echoed
that thought. “The lessons we learn
from the past teach us what we
need to do to make a better future,”
he said. “And that’s what all of us

want.”
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inside the Japanese Naval Underground Headquarters, which shows
a letter written by the Japanese commander towards the end of the

Lance Cpl. Estevan Urioste, left, and Cpl. Greg Mann read a panel

g = = v HBSCSEIIDADHK

£ 3y 289 o EIUEEEREn-EHGRS
P E YR E ] E TR RN
.h...m7.nl.-.nnum.u|d..0..w$o..h..h.m. BENISOUXKD Wy
SE8TSEERLEES SRR - VONE | N Eo W
sumkM@umewmhmmﬁw‘ﬁtﬁ#VZEiﬁ
2l EuneEE822so3 0 LUONRIKD I ®E
S5£30VU%2 mwmpxd quﬂbmn”ﬂ_ﬁmié,ﬂ_g.___‘n%
=SS 308TEZTGELSoRCMUERNEREK
ﬂ. 1_. i ; ...|... # : .-

P




Danielle Hamner, left, and
Taro Masuda rehearse a kata,
a series of moves, before
performing at the 23rd Annual

| Okinawa Prefecture Karatedo

Kobudo Demonstration Feb 17.
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Karate teaches Marine family

real-life Okinawan culture

Lance Cpl. David Rogers and
Kaori Tanahara

ike many other U. S. ser-
vice and family members
on Okinawa, Gunnery
Sgt. Jaimie Hamner and
his family enjoy the island’s unique
culture and spend their free time
visiting popular attractions.

But unlike most others,
Hamner and his family have also
gained an insider’s view of the
island’s culture through one of its
best known exports: karate.

“For me [karate] was the big
step into Okinawan culture,” said
Hamner, who has been training
under Fusei Kise, a grand master
of the Okinawa Shorinryu Ken-
shinkan (OSK) Karate Kobudo
Federation. Hamner practices at
the federation’s main dojo (school)
in Okinawa City and at a satellite
dojo on Camp Foster.

“My family and I love
Okinawa. We like to go and see
everything. But it’s all built around
being tourists. What we get from
karate is real-life culture.”

Hamner began studying under
Kise 18 months ago, who has been
teaching karate on military bases
for more than four decades. Due
to his intense training, Hamner
earned a black belt in Shorinryu,

a type of karate which focuses on
self defense from a natural stance,
after only 15 months.

6 KE7G5H - 2000 HS

“Our grand masters don't just
teach self-defense and martial
arts,” Hamner said. “They’re very
adamant about making sure you
understand their customs, their
culture, their history, where this
came from, and all the grand mas-
ters before grand master Kise.”

During his first tour in
Okinawa, from 1992-1995 as a
clarinet player with the ITI Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force Band,
Hamner heard much about Kise.
Though he wanted to begin train-
ing with him, Hamner’s schedule
with the band wouldn’t allow him
to dedicate the time he wanted to
give to the effort.

In Oct. of 2005, Hamner
and his wife, Staff Sgt. Deborah
Hamner, along with their two
daughters, returned to Okinawa.
Learning that Kise was still teach-
ing on base, Hamner, now an
instrument repair technician with
the band, enrolled his 8-year-old
daughter Danielle at a youth class
Kise teaches on Camp Foster.

In Sept. 2006, Hammer
finally began his own training. He
practices daily, and on weekends
he sometimes attends multiple
sessions a day with Kise.

After Hamner started taking
karate classes, the fever spread
to another daughter Nicole, 5,
and his wife, who is the enlisted
conductor for the IIT MEF Band.
Nicole goes to the same class as

her sister, Danielle. Deborah en-
rolled herself in an adult class.

Hamner said that while he
and his family have become more
self-disciplined as a result of their
training, he has gained something
even more valuable.

“Inner peace is the most
important thing I've gained from
karate,” Hamner said. “It keeps
me very focused, but relaxed. I
definitely don't lose my cool as
much as I used to. Grand Master
is always telling us to take it easy.”

Opver time, Hamner also
learned that much of his love of
karate stems from the culture and
attitude of the Okinawan people.

“They are such a peaceful
people,” Hamner said. “They’ll
give you the shirts off their back.
They're very respectful. That’s just
how they've been over the years
and they pass it down. They have
a sense of emotional stability and
friendliness you don't find in other
parts of the world.”

Hamner plans to set up his
own dojo when he transfers to
his next duty station at Par-
ris Island, South Carolina later
this year. There, he hopes to pass
down Kise’s teachings to the local
children. For now, he serves as an
assistant instructor during Kise’s
on-base classes.

“(Hamner) has been committed
to training himself hard and also
teaching the children,” Kise said.

“With his devotion and understand-

ing of karate, he will do well if he
opens up his own dojo in the states.”

Kise said he has had many
service members open up dojos in
the states. A lot of them return to
continue their training at his dojo.

“I think it’s great that they
promote Okinawan karate in the
United States,” Kise said. “They
represent the Okinawan culture
and spirit well. And by doing
that, they are helping to maintain
the authenticity and integrity of
the karate they learned here at its
birthplace.”

www.okinawa.u
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U. S. Air Force

18th Wing hosts Okinawans

at cultural, historical sites

Staff Sgt. Christopher Marasky
18th Wing Public Affairs

s local Okinawa citizens pray
at their family tomb, an Air-
man from Kadena Air Base
stands nearby and observes the
ceremony, both learning the history of and
protecting these historical sites.

As part of an official program here at
Kadena Air Base, members of the 18th
Wing work diligently to preserve the past
for future generations while they promote
peace in the Pacific.

Through the program run by the 18th
Wing, units here maintain and protect sa-
cred Okinawa sites and provide the ability
for local people to visit those locations.

The job of allowing public access to the
sites became more difficult after the 9-11
attacks in 2001, when security measures on
base tightened and local access to the base
was restricted.

“Post 9-11 when security measures
became more aggressive, the public affairs
office had to step up and take this on,”
said Takako Fukuhara, 18th Wing Pub-
lic Affairs chief of community relations.
“We had to setup a program that would
provide escorts for locals to come and visit
these sites in the wake of the new security
restrictions.”

Part of the program relies on Kadena Air
Base volunteers to act as escorts for locals
wishing to visit.

Visits are usually scheduled for Fridays,
with military community members escort-
ing up to three groups onto the installa-
tion. On special lunar calendar days and
occasions, members of the 18th Wing PA
community relations department will fulfill
the escort duties.

One special event is in the spring, when
last year approximately 330 people from 70
families visited Kadena for a traditional
event called Shimi, where they paid a cer-
emonial visit to their family’s ancestral
tomb and prayed for the family’s health
and prosperity.

Every year, volunteers from the 18th
Munitions Squadron escort visitors
to their family tomb. Shinyu Tha, an
Okinawan employee from 18th MUNS
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serves as a liaison.

“I'm glad I can be of assistance to the
local people,” said Mr. Tha.

The sacred sites program also allows
Americans assigned to Kadena Air Base
to learn more about their host nation and
the people of Okinawa.

“Some of the volunteers bond with the
local visitors,” said Kaori Shimabukuro,
18th Wing PA community relations spe-
cialist. “Often, visitors will have a small
picnic after they visit the shrine, and on
many occasions they will invite the mili-
tary members to join them, giving them
an opportunity to get to know each other
better.

“We've gotten a lot of good feedback
about how positive the escorts are,” she
said.

The sacred site visiting program hosted
161 members of the local community last
year in addition to the Shimi visitors.

In 1993, an archaeological team sur-
veyed Kadena Air Base and identified 92
cultural assets. These assets include vari-
ous sites including old hangars, tombs and
surrender monuments.

Kadena Air Base has preserved these
sites for future generations, spending base
funds to erect historical markers, cleaning
the areas and making access easier for the
public.

Along with the visitation program,
Kadena Air Base also has an “Adopt a
Site” program that allows base units to take
charge of maintaining the sites.

Interested units can adopt one of the
historical sites making them responsible
for keeping the grounds maintained and
cleaned, and trees well trimmed in the area.
It’s especially important after typhoons,
when tree branches and other debris are
blown onto the sites.

The importance of the adoption pro-
gram goes beyond maintenance of the site,
as it gives members of Kadena Air Base a
better chance to protect history on base,
said George Komine, 18th Wing cultural
resource program manager.

“It’s education for the military mem-
bers,” he said. “When you educate people
you help them understand the significance
of these sites, and that lets them know

Akeji, front, and Shoichi Akamine offer gifts to their
ancestors during a visit to Kadena Air Base April 4. U.S.
Air Force service members escort Okinawans during their
visits to local tombs and sacred sites located on KAB. 4 A
4H. EFHEMAOFFRTREICHMEZREITSHRE
B (Fa) SALE—ZAh. REMRAICH S 5%E
DECERLGELZTFRIMIBOA~2E KEEADE
3 LT\ Photos by Air Force Staff Sgt. Joshua Garcia

what they are protecting and preserving here
on Kadena.”

Protecting the sites is an 18th Wing respon-
sibility, and it allows for Americans stationed
here to show their respect for Okinawan his-
tory, said Mr. Komine.

“These programs show that the base resi-
dents here on Kadena really are concerned
for the cultural sites here on Okinawa,” he
said.

www.okinawa.u
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Kindergarten pupil Darius Hartwell (left) and second grader Keshon Rowe toss Kenta Kina, a sumo wrestler from the Chubu Norin High School Sumo Team, out of a makeshift sumo ring
at the Bechtel Elementary School gymnasium during the school's 19th Annual Ryukyu Festival March 20. X% ) L/NER DS 19EIFRERSE A3 A 208 ICRES W, ERGEEICES
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Ryukyu Festival celebrates Okinawan culture

Lance Cpl. Aaron Hostutler

kinawa’s numerous

festivals throughout

the year offer Amer-

icans opportunities
to get a close look at Okinawa’s
unique culture.

To promote understanding
of Okinawa’s rich and diverse
culture amongst its students
and faculty, Bechtel Elemen-
tary School, located at Camp
McTureous, hosts its own
festival each year: the Ryukyu
Festival.

Nearly 1,000 Bechtel stu-
dents and faculty celebrated the
19th Annual Ryukyu Festival
at the school's gym March 20.
'This year’s celebration featured
demonstrations of karate, Taiko
drumming and sumo.

The idea for the festival was
born in 1990 when Elaine Mi-
yazato, a former Bechtel teacher,
with help from other faculty
and staff, contacted numerous
Okinawan organizations and
schools to see if they would come

to Bechtel to share their music,
martial arts, dance, and art, ac-
cording to Barbara Lambert, a
Ryukyu Festival chairperson for
the school.

"The festival provides an
opportunity for our students to
experience some of those aspects
of the Okinawan culture," she
said.

Three local groups showcased
this year’s festival, which opened
with Bechtel's very own Eisa
drummers.

They were followed by the
Shoheiryu Okinawa Karate
Association, led by Sakae Ue-
chi, a 5th-degree black belt,
demonstrating several katas,
or combinations of positions
and movements performed as
exercise.

Uechi also demonstrated body
hardening, kicking and punch-
ing fellow practitioners as they
coolly endured the blows. He
then invited children from the
crowd to take their best shots at
shaking his demonstrators.

"Karate is good for health and

safety, and it also teaches you
patience and effort," said Uechi.

The Gushikawa Kasshin
Daiko drumming group took the
stage after Uechi's group, filling
the gymnasium with a steady
rhythmic beat.

Chubu Norin High School’s
Sumo Team, the last group of
the day, demonstrated sumo
warm-up routines and tech-
niques and gave a brief history
of sumo wrestling. The wrestlers
invited faculty members and
students to try their skill in the
sumo ring afterward.

The wrestlers put on a comical
performance for the students,
running away from them,
pretending to be scared of them,
and even throwing themselves
out of the ring so that the chil-
dren would win.

"The sumo wrestling was lots
of fun," said 3rd grader Alex
Ferguson. "I got to push one out
of the ring even though he let me
win."

Tomohisa Kizaki, coach of the
sumo team, said that his team has
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The Gushikawa Kasshin Daiko drummers perform for Bechtel Elementary students during Bechtel’s 19th Annual Ryukyu Festival in Bechtel’s
gymnasium March 20. The members of the group range from high school students to elementary students. 3B 20H [CX & MVINERETITHHN
FE1RIFEKR T T AT 4 NIVT, INZEDSTEREDAVN—DPEEZEENN> UAKENEEEIETE Photo by Lance Cpl. Aaron Hostutler

been participating in Bechtel’s
cultural celebration for 15 years.
“It’s a great opportunity for my
students to perform in front of
a large audience like this,” said
Kizaki. “They enjoy interacting
with Americans, which makes
them realize the importance of
cultural exchanges.”

Mina Ashimine, Bechtel cul-
ture teacher, said that everyone
at the school looks forward to
the festival each year, which has
now become a school tradition.

“The entire school gets in-
volved in keeping the tradition
alive,” said Ashimine. “We make
original T-shirts and sell them
to cover the costs of the festival,
such as transportation for the
festival’s guest performers.”

Ashimine said the chil-
dren learned in one day what
it would take teachers days or
weeks to teach in the classroom.
“Feeling the tradition through
live performances like we saw
today is really important for the
children. Their memories of it
last forever.”

-
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Marines, Okinawans support
aging local sugarcane farmers

Kaori Tanahara

uring their tour of

duty on Okinawa,

Marines often seek

unique opportunities
that they can only experience here.
While helping the local commu-
nity, Marines from Camp Hansen
recently participated in such an
experience.

On a cold and rainy March
morning, seven Marines from
Camp Hansen Camp Services and
more than 20 Okinawan residents
and staff from Reimeinosato, a
home for the mentally-disabled in
Uruma City, worked together in
two sugarcane fields belonging to
elderly farmers who are no longer
capable of doing the work them-
selves. The team gathered and
placed bundles of approximately
four-foot long sugarcane stalks
into small piles, preparing them
for collection and processing by a
nearby sugar refinery.

For more than 15 years, Marine
volunteers from Camp Hansen
and Reimeinosato residents and
staff have been assisting aging
Okinawan farmers by providing a
much-needed supplemental work-
force to help sustain Okinawa’s
staple crop, according to Yasuko
Yonashiro, a Reimeinosato staff
member.

“Each year during the harvest-
ing season from January to March,
we help with the last and prob-
ably the physically hardest work
of harvesting sugarcane,” said
Yonashiro. “Marines from Camp
Hansen have been part of our ef-
fort for many years, and we always
appreciate their help.”

“It was a great chance to get
out and experience the life of
Okinawa,” said Lance Cpl. Dev-
lin Murray. “We learned about
the historical role of sugarcane in
Okinawa’s economy, and we got to

12- KEZH - 20085 &5

know more about the people from
the home. They are hard workers
and great motivators.”

After finishing their work,
Marines and the residents took a
break together at a nearby park,
where the home’s staff provided
sugarcane and brown sugar can-
dies for the Marines to taste.

“I never knew you could actually
cut it up and eat it this way. It’s very
sweet and tasty,” said Lance Cpl.
John Graczkowski, who recently
arrived in Okinawa. “It was actu-
ally my first time off base seeing
Okinawa. I'm glad to do something
to help out the people here and
experience something new. I’ll
always remember this whenever I
see a sugarcane field.”

“Despite the rain and hard la-
bor, the work was more enjoyable
for us with the Marines joining
us,” said Yasuhiko Yoza, a Re-

imeino Sato resident. “It was a job

well done.”

=

>> Pfc. Anthony Harris carries a bundle of sugarcane stalk. Harris and six other Marines from Camp

f

Pfc. Michael Jean tosses a bundle of sugarcane
stalk onto a pile. ILFEHICEh/==&2Z2UVD L
ICRZBS ATV -O—2V 18R

(From left) Pfc. Michael Jean, Pfc. Anthony Snipes and Lance Cpl. Devlin Murray, all with

Hansen worked in two sugarcane fields with Reimeinosato residents and staff.
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Camp
Services, Camp Hansen, taste pieces of sugarcane stalk which were harvested in the field where the
Marines worked together with Reimeinosato residents and staff March 11. 3 11H. bW D E
FIRELBELHICBERMESPFEZLAESDETHNOHETREEN/E LI EVEEKT
3%+ T N EVDFY T - Y—ERICHET S (END) 4TIV - =2V 15R,
FoIZ—  RFATR1EFERETTVY - - VA LER
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side by side in a sugarcane field March 11. Camp Hansen Marines and Remeinosato have been assisting aging local

farmers with harvesting sugarcane for more than 15 years.
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2nd Lt. Nobuo Kitamura, platoon leader, 1st Combined Group, Japan Ground Self Defense Force,
gives a pre-training brief to JGSDF soldiers at the Central Training Area's combat town March 17.
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Self Defense Force starts
training on Camp Hansen

Kaori Tanahara

new chapter

opened in Japan-

U. S. military

cooperation as
Japan Ground Self Defense
Force soldiers used train-
ing facilities in the Marine
Corps’ Central Training
Area adjacent to Camp
Hansen for the first time
March 17 and 18.

The event marked the
beginning of the shared use
of Camp Hansen, which was
stipulated by the Japanese
and U. S. governments in the
U. S.-Japan Alliance: Trans-
formation and Realignment
for the Future agreement of
2005.

Approximately 150
JGSDF soldiers with the 1st
Combined Brigade were the
first to use Camp Hansen,
conducting company-size
training, including rappelling,
patrolling and marching,

In the past, Okinawa-
based JGSDF soldiers held
similar training in mainland
Japan. The shared use agree-
ment allows the soldiers to
train close to home, accord-
ing to Brig. Gen. Seiichi

14- KE5E - 20085 &5

Takeuchi, commander, 1st
Combined Brigade, JGSDF.

“This will allow the units
on Okinawa to have a better
training environment,” said
Takeuchi in a written state-
ment. “At the same time,
this will shorten the period
during which troops are
away from Okinawa, which
will enhance our readiness
while contributing to secur-
ing Okinawa’s safety.”

Contrary to concerns
that JGSDF training on
Camp Hansen would add
an extra burden on the host-
community, Keiko Uehara,
a Kin Town resident and
business owner, said that “it
is efficient use of land and
resources.”

Uehara said the majority
of Kin Town residents sup-
port the JGSDF training
on Hansen. “The JSDF
are the ones who respond
to emergency situations,
including natural disasters,”
said Uehara. “By hosting
JSDF’s training as well as
the U. S. military, the town
contributes to the entire
nation.”

Uehara said the town’s
people also hope that

bringing JGSDF training
to Hansen will benefit the
local community. “We want
JGSDF members to spend
time outside the gate here,”
said Uehara, a Kin Cham-
ber of Commerce board
member.

“We want them to be a
part of Kin Town’s future
development. For that rea-
son, we want them to meet
people in the town, eat and
stay in town and utilize the
town’s facilities as much as
possible.

Similarly, the 1st Com-
bined Brigade is looking to
be active in the Kin com-
munity. “Having our band
take part in town-hosted
events may be a good start,”
said Maj. Eisaku Tanaka,
chief of the 1st Combined
Brigade’s public affairs sec-
tion.

“More concrete ideas
about what we can do will
be a matter of future discus-
sion. We'd like to talk to the
town’s leadership, including
the Kin Town Office and
the local chamber of com-
merce, to come up with
more specific and detailed
ideas.”
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Soldiers with the 1st Combined Brigade, Japan Ground Self
Defense Force, rappel down the Camp Hansen rappel tower in the
Central Training Area March 17. The JGSDF recently started using
the CTA for training in accordance with the U.S. - Japan Alliance:
Transformation and Realignment for the Future agreement of
October 2005. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Rogers
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Camp Kinser helps
local homeless get
back on their feet

Kaori Tanahara

nspired by the humani-

tarian spirit of one local

non-profit organiza-

tion, Camp Kinser has
been giving a helping hand
to Okinawa’s homeless for
more than a year.

Asapartofits community
relations effort, Camp Kinser
regularly donates food and
clothes to the Promise Keep-
ers, an Urasoe City-based
non-profit organization which
provideslocal homeless people
food, shelter and rehabilitation
programs, according to David
Evans, deputy commander,
Camp Kinser.

Once or twice each week,
the NPO goes aboard Camp
Kinser to collect donations
from the commissary. Do-
nations include bread, snack
foods, candies, bottled water
and soft drinks that either
have limited shelf-life or are
excess stock.

Individuals and families,
especially those who are
about to leave Okinawa, also
donate non-perishable food
and clothes.

Promise Keepers has been
collecting food and clothing
for local homeless individu-
als since 2000, according to

Shoryo Yamauchi, a group

Shoryo Yamauchi
thanks David
Evans, deputy
camp commander,

Camp Kinser,

for the camp’s
support. 74 E
F-INRE
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spokesperson.

“Donations from Camp
Kinser average about three
tons a month and com-
prise about 70 percent of all
the food we provide for the
homeless,” he said. Other
donations come from local
businesses, churches, and
individuals, according to
Yamauchi.

Donated food and drinks
are first provided to about
55 homeless persons who
live temporarily at the or-
ganization’s shelter. The
remaining items are taken to
seven different public parks,
including Naha's Yogi Park,
where NPO volunteers feed
an average of 300 homeless
people every weekend.

Camp Kinser’s first do-
nation was in October 2006.
That was one month after
Yamauchi met Evans at an
annual charity concert the
Promise Keepers hosts at
Yogi Park to support the
homeless and raise aware-
ness of their plight among
Okinawans.

There, Yamauchi told
Evans about the organiza-
tion and its goals.

When Evans learned
that the NPO was in con-
stant need of donations, he
sought to get the entire camp

16- K E758 - 20085 &S

involved.

“Our camp has always
tried to help our commu-
nity and our neighbors,” said
Evans. “I thought this was a
good opportunity to help out
the Okinawan community
and build on our relationship
to make it even stronger.”

Evans first talked to Col.
Paul Greenwood, the camp
commander at the time,
about the NPO. Greenwood
agreed that the organization
was one the base should
support. After that, Evans
appealed to the camp’s tenant
agencies. “All have beenvery
supportive of donating to the
organization,” he said.

Yamauchi said the number
of the homeless on Okinawa
increases each year. “We
sometimes have difficulty
getting new supporters,‘ he
said. “We really appreciate
the camp leadership’s under-
standing and quick responses
to our requests.”

“Many who participate
in our program get back on
their feet,” said Yamauchi.
“One piece of bread can turn
around a person’s life,” he
added. The people we feed
all know where their food
comes from and that the
Marine Corps on Okinawa
is reaching out to them.”
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Marines learn Okinawa
culture, post-war history

Public Affairs Office

o help educate U. S. service
members on Okinawan
culture and history, Japan’s
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Okinawa Office presented an
insightful lecture to more than 100
Marines of the 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing at the unit’s Lance Corporal
Seminar on Camp Foster Feb. 8.

The visit resulted from an idea by
the Cooperative Working Team for
the Prevention of Incidents and Acci-
dents by U.S. Military Personnel and
Constituents, a council comprised
of officials representing the U. S.,
Japanese and Okinawa governments
aswell as the U.S. military services on
Okinawa. The council’s goal for the
brief was to help Marines understand
the fragile and sensitive nature of their
presence in Okinawa.

It was the third time this year
the brief had been presented to U.S.
service members. In January it was
given to the 4th Marine Regiment at
Camp Schwab and to the Army’s 1st
Air Defense Artillery Regiment at
Kadena Air Base.

Two Okinawan guest speakers,
Hatsumi Kinjo, Okinawa’s leading
court interpreter, and Kazuhiko Na-

From left: Guest
speakers, Hatsumi g=S
Kinjo, a court
interpreter; Takashi
Ariyoshi, principal
deputy director, Status
of Forces Agreement
Div., Ministry of 388
Foreign Affairs; and "
Kazuhiko Nakamoto, ;'.-'
archivist, the Archival g5
Department of the
Okinawa Prefectural |
Foundation for Culture,
pose for a photo
during 1st Marine Air
Craft Wing's Lance
Corporal Seminar on
Camp Foster Feb 8. &
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kamoto, an archivist with the Archival
Department of the Okinawa Prefec-
tural Foundation for Culture, spoke
on topics covering indigenous culture,
customs and post-World War IT history
of the U. S.-Okinawa relationship.

Additionally, Takashi Ariyoshi,
principal deputy director, Status of
Forces Agreement Division, MOFA,
gave an overview of the bilateral
agreement. Ariyoshi was visiting
Okinawa from Tokyo and took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to talk to
the Marines.

Based on his own experiences liv-
ing in the U. S. for 12 years as a field
representative of the Okinawa Pre-
fectural Archives and attending the
University of Maryland, Nakamoto
lectured on the importance of learn-
ing the local history to understand
how people think and behave and
overcoming cultural obstacles.

"I don't think living in the States
alone helped me understand American
society," Nakamato said. "But know-
ing more about the country’s history
certainly helped me understand why
American people act certain ways in
certain situations."

Having attended Japanese crimi-
nal prosecutions as an interpreter for
U. S. service members, Kinjo, who

spoke about culture and SOFA, said
that knowing simple facts about local
customs could have helped service
members avoid some of the incidents
they were involved. “I hope this brief
will raise their understanding of local
customs so as to benefit both them
and Okinawans,” she said.

Judging by the response of Lance
Cpl. Alre Palms, the class was suc-
cessful. Palms said he learned a lot
about Okinawa history and customs
that he never knew before the class
and feels every Marine on island
should attend.

“The class was very informative,”
Palms said “The simple fact is that it
gives you a better understanding of
the people here, and it helps you build
a better relationship with them.”

Pfc. Desiree Marquez said after the
class that every service member should
take it upon themselves to watch their
own actions as well as the actions of
their peers. “Everyone needs to respect
the island and the customs of the
people living here,” she said.

Hideaki Kuramitsu, Deputy Chief
of the MOFA Okinawa Office, said he
looks forward to working with military
officials to offer the class to other units.
“Ideally,” he said, “we will be able to
give the class to all servicemembers.”

B,

Hatsumi Kinjo briefs Marines about Okinawan culture and customs during

the 1st Marine Air Wing's Lance Corporal Seminar on Camp Foster Feb. 8.
Photos by Lance Cpl. David Rogers
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f a Marine on Okinawa is looking

to hail a taxi, you may hear him yell

“hancho!”

The Oxford Dictionary of English

defines hancho, spelled as “honcho,” as a
leader or manager or the person in charge.
It is derived from the Japanese word
hancho, or group leader, and was taken
back to the U. S. by servicemen stationed in
Japan during the occupation following the
Second World War.

Sometime after that, Marines on
Okinawa began using the word to refer to
a taxi driver or a taxi. Though it's not clear
who started this usage, or when, the term
has definitely been in use amongst Marines
since sometime
during the H‘n h
Vietnam War. c 0

Ray Pfeil,

76, a retired Marine and an Okinawa City
resident, said he first heard Marines using
hancho for taxi driver in 1964 when he
came to Okinawa for the second time. Pfeil
was in Okinawa for the first time in 1950,
but he doesn’t recall the term being used at
that time.

Toshiaki Kinjo backs up Pfeil's
statement. Kinjo currently works as a
base-contracted taxi driver after working
on base as a Japanese employee for nearly
40 years until he retired a few years ago.
Kinjo said that he remembers being called
hancho during the Vietnam War era when
he worked as a part-time taxi driver.

Is the term unique to Marines? Yoshio
Shimabukuro, who has been a taxi driver
for more than 20 years, believes it is. “I've
given rides to Marines as well as other
service members,” said Shimabukuro. “Only
Marines call me hancho.”

As common as it has become, no one
seems able to explain how or why this
unique application of the word by Marines
began. Some say it is a term of endearment
designed to show friendliness. Others say it
is a sign of respect to taxi drivers who are
typically older than the Marines themselves.

Either way, the term, which has been
widely and positively accepted by taxi
drivers for more than 40 years, serves
as a good conversation starter. “No one
gets upset being called hancho.” said
Shimabukuro. “They call me hancho and |
call them ‘sergeant.’ Then, we laugh and
talk using broken English and Japanese.”
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n January, one of my
Okinawan dreams came
true.
I performed the
Kagiyadefu at an Okinawan
wedding reception. Kagiyade-

fu, pronounced as kajadifu in

Okinawan dialect, is a classical

Ryukyuan dance which is typi-

cally performed at the begin-

ning of a celebratory occasion.

I have been to over five wed-
ding receptions here. Each time

I saw the Kagiyadefu being

performed, I found it beautiful

and wished in my heart that I
could learn the dance and per-
form at a wedding reception.

'This dance is usually
performed by family mem-
bers. So, when I was asked by
my Okinawan friend I was
shocked. I was honored when
they asked me to dance with
them. I knew then that I was
really a part of their family
and was no longer an outsider
looking in.

'The Kagiyadefu is per-

formed with slow, precise foot

hank you Marines for
sharing Christmas
and Thanksgiving,
including the turkey
dinner, with the residents and
staff of the Hikarigaoka Nursing
Home. We also deeply appreci-
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and hand movements hold-
ing a fan in full Kimono. I
looked like a bull in a China
shop, but with efforts from my
Okinwan friends and enlist-
ment of a professional (retired)
dance instructor, I learned the
Kagiyadefu.

I was amazed at the effort it
took to be dressed in a kimono.
Tape, pins, straps, bindings... I
thought it would never end.

The day of the performance,
I was nervous but proud to be
a part of this wonderful event.

I am so lucky to have wonder-
ful Okinwan friends that allow
me to share in their culture and
have become my Okinwan fam-
ily. Okinawa is in my heart and
it will remain with me forever.

Cindy Grissom
Camp Courtney
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ate your time and effort to clean
up in and around the home’s
property.
Hikarigaoka staff and
residents as well as their families
were also overjoyed to see the

Big Circle Winter 2007-08 edi-
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tion featuring our home. Thank
you for the coverage.

I believe there is no national
border in human relationship.

As a good neighbor to Camp

Hansen, we hope that we’ll enjoy

our friendship for many years to
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sharing the
holiday

spiril
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come.

Let us work together, becom-
ing the “big circle” in name and
reality.

Hajime Tamanaha
Kin Town

www.okinawa.u
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look forward to each edi-
tion of Big Circle. From
reading many stories, I can

tell how Marines and Oki-

nawans interact with each other.

Stories or images of Christmas,
Halloween or the U. S. military’s
Meals Ready to Eat trigger my
childhood memories associated
with American culture I experi-
enced on Okinawa.

Next time I visit Okinawa,
I want to go with my family to
festivals and flea markets on
base.

Tomoyo Imai
Saitama Prefecture
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Camp Hansen liaison reflects, looks to the future

Chiyoko Kochi

Ifind it unbelievable that 25 years
have passed since I started working
as a community relations specialist,
serving as a bridge between Camp
Hansen and the local communities
including Kin Town, Ginoza Village,
and Onna Village.

Before I started, there was no
Camp Hansen liaison to the local
community. Unfortunately, there
were many complaints from local
residents about problems caused by
service members who weren’t familiar
with Okinawa’s culture and environ-
ment.

To address the local community’s
complaints, the then camp com-
mander set up a liaison council,
where commanders of all battalions
on Camp Hansen met with the Kin
Town mayor, the Kin Town Assem-
bly chairman, the Ishikawa Police
superintendent, the Kin Chamber of
Commerce chairman, the Entertain-
ment Business Union president and
the Okinawa Defense Bureau’s Kin
Office director to discuss issues. One
of the requests from the community
representatives was to institute a pa-
trol of Kin’s entertainment district.
The patrol continues today, and it
makes me happy when I hear from

local community members and the
Ishikawa Police superintendent that
the number of incidents and accidents
has decreased over the years.

As a community relations special-
ist, I try to provide Hansen Marines
and sailors, including the camp com-
mander and deputy commander, as
many opportunities as possible to
promote goodwill with the local com-
munity. I do this by coordinating cul-

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS
PERSPECTIVE

tural exchanges
and volunteer
activities to
deepen mutual

understanding
and friendship with our neighbors.
For example, Marines with various
units on Camp Hansen volunteer to
teach at five local schools, ranging
from preschool to junior high school.
The 7th Communication Battalion
shares cultural events with Hi-
karigaoka Nursing Home throughout
the year. The Intelligence Battalion
and the Kin Chamber of Com-
merce together clean up areas along
Route 104. Civilian employees at the
Navy Federal Credit Union Hansen
Branch also help enhance the camp’s
friendship with the local community
through their interaction with women
of the local chamber of commerce.
Camp Hansen also hosts annual

events including the Friendship Fes-
tival, mini special Olympic Games
and Easter and Halloween festivals.
Many residents interact with Marines
during these events and discover that
our personnel are not the same as they
are portrayed by the media.

In the past quarter century, I have
welcomed and said goodbye to 15
camp commanders. Keeping positive
relations with the local community
was a top priority for all of them.
They took local community requests
seriously.

One of the former camp com-
manders often comes to Okinawa.
He visits me and says, “My wife and
I come back here because we love
Okinawa. But the primary reason
why we return is because we miss our
friends here.”

Another former camp commander
and his wife were also big fans of
Okinawa. When he assumed the
camp commander's position, he was
looking forward to having many
chances to promote goodwill with
the local community. However, soon
after taking command he became
disappointed because opportunities to
exchange ideas with local leaders had
decreased significantly due to friction
over local base issues. I still remember
his words before he left the position:

/

"Friendship between two people is

easy to maintain when times are good.
However, true friendship prevails only
when individuals try to understand
each other, face difficulties together,
and work to overcome difficulties
together."

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone in Kin Town
and the surrounding communities
as well as all the camp commanders,
deputy camp commanders and camp
sergeants major for supporting me for
such a long time. I am deeply thank-
ful for the cooperation and support I
received from all parties. Even after
my retirement from my position this
summer, I will continue to support
the strong friendship between Camp
Hansen and the local community.
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Yasuhiko Yoza, Reimeinosato resident, and Lance Cpl. Devlin Murray, Camp Services, Camp Hansen, enjoy each
other’s company during a break after working together at sugarcane fields in Uruma City March 11. Camp
Hansen Marines and residents and staff from Reimeinosato, an Uruma City home for the mentally-disabled,
have been assisting aging local farmers with harvesting sugarcane for more than 15 years. 3811H. 2% %™
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